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ow wonderful it would be if
your children could have an
opportunity to learn at least

four languages in school.
| Today, many Thai parents in Bangkok
who aim to provide their offspring with
an education that affords them the op-
| portunity to master foreign-language
skills and develop a global mindset —
the prime requirements for success in
the current competitive global environ-
ment— can choose from a large number
of international schools.

4 g these acad
many of which have only recently sprung
up in rapid succession, there is one r.iuu
has been following the Swiss curri
for 46 years,

""We are the only school in Thailand
that provides perhaps the best education
using the German language [as the me-
dium of instruction],” Dr Daniel Halter,
director of Ruamrudee International
School Swiss Section, says proudly.

Originally founded as Deutschspra-
| chige Schule Bangkok in 1963, the facility
was integrated with Ruamrudee Inter-
national Schoal (RIS) in 1984 to become
Ruamrudee International School Swiss
Section. Its motto is "Qualitét, Kom-
petenz, Motivation", or "Quality, Com-
petency, Motivation" in English.

The school is officially recognised as
a private school under the Swiss Feder-
ation’s laws and is under the supervision
of the Canton of Lucerne, Switzerland.
Germany supports the school financially
by officially providing and sponsoring
four teachers. The school is part of the
global networks of Swiss Schools Abroad
and German Schdols Abroad and is man-
aged by the Swiss Educational Associ-
ation, Bangkok. All degrees provided by
the school are recognised in the Swiss
| and German education systems and
worldwide.

Currently, the school has approxi-
mately 250 students and 40 teachers,
plus about 20 afternoon-course teachers.

Learning opportunities

"It is an advantage for Thailand 1o
| have [a different] international curricu-
lum here to provide [Thai] parents with
an option. Primarily, we are a school for
Ger -speaking p or German

attract more Thai students as well," says

Mr Halter.
| “The main advantage of our curricu-
hum is that st getadipl upon
completion of Grade 12, which can be
used in support of an application to
enter any university in the world. In
particular, the diploma is unconditionally
recognised by all the universities in Ger-

speaking-students, but we would like 1o,
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The RIS Swiss Section offers a unique opportunity for students
to master multiple European languages

ages students to develop and form liberal
thinking and critical thinking, as well as
encourages them to have a high level of
confidence at an early age.

"'Since we're.a small school, sometimes
kindergarten children study together with

. §iudents in Grade 12. In this, way, our
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and

learn to be self-resg
helpful, and to support each other,”
says Esther Lehmann, a teacher at RIS
Swiss Section,

Stefan Nyffenegger, another teacher,
says the curriculum employs a holistic
approach whereby students do not only
develup their cognitive abilities, but also

many, Switzerland and Austria, and the
holders do not have to pass a special
| examination to gain entry,” he says.

The students at RIS Swiss Section are
required to study at least three languages:
German, English and French. In addition,
it is compulsory for students of Thai
nationality to learn Thai.

"We have German as our first lan-
guage, English as the second language,
French as a mandatory language, and
all Thai students have to learn Thai. On
top of these languages, we offer Manda-
rin, Spanish and Latin," explains Mr
Halter. He says the school also provides
extra classes and extra teachers to tutor
students who may find German a bit
difficult.

The school director discloses further
that the school employs an approach in
education that is different from those of
most Asian schools. For example, the
teaching and learning process encour-

fit from the school’s focus on art,
handicrafts and music. The curriculum
develops the student's “heart, hands
and soul", says the teacher.

Study path

RIS Swiss Section provides five levels
of education — kindergarten, basic level,
primary school, Secondary I and Sec-
ondary II.

Students can either start school at
the age of three at the kindergarten level
or proceed to the basic level at the age
of five. Thereafter, they progress on to
primary school — Grades 2 to 6.

After students complete primary
school, they enter Secondary 1 (Grades
7 to 10), which is divided into three
programmes: Realschule, Sekundar-
schule and Untergymnasium.

Students are eligible to take one of
these programmes in accordance with
their academic performance while in
Grades 5 and 6.
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Realschule (Grades 7 to 9) prepares
students to move on to vocational or
professional training. The programme

is for students who love the practical’

side of education. In Sekundarschule
(Grades 7 to 10), students prepare to
enrpl inyoeational and professional train.
ing courses, with a view to moving on to
a college later, This second programme
is for students who are competent in
both theory and practice and possess a
high motivation for self-learning.

According to Mr Halter, after gradu-
ation from Realschule and Sekundar-
schule, students can choose to go to
Europe and pursue an edu:aﬂon ina

to neight g RIS
or other international schools, or take
the GED (General Educational Devel-
opment) exam, which opens up the way
to Thai universities and some US uni-
versities.

They can also repeat Grade 10 and
try to pass the criteria for Gymnasium.

Finally, Untergymnasium (Grades 7
and 8) readies students for Gymnasium,
or Secondary II. This programme is for
students with university in mind. They
must be highly intelligent and motivated
1o engage in independent study.

At Secondary II, or Gymnasium,
(Grades 9to 12), students have to indicate
their preference for either another lan-
guage or mathematics.

Their curriculum at this stage includes
mandatory minors in five other subjects.
After they graduate from Grade 12, they
are awarded the “Bilingual Swiss Ma-
turity”, a certificate issued by the Swiss

Ministry of Education, which they can
use to apply for enrolment in any uni-
versity in the Western world.

Broad knowledge
“‘Unlike the US curriculum where stu-

1 .dentscan reduce the number of subjects

towards the end according to their wishes
or their talents, students in the Swiss
curriculum are not allowed to do so,”
says Mr Halter.

Students are required to study a variety
of subjects towards the end of their school
days. “School is a great chance in life to
widen horizons. Students can leamn a
lot of things up until the end of Grade
12, and then leave school with a broad
range of knowledge and talents,” Mr
Halter suggests.

He adds that under this system, stu-
dents are able to identify their strengths

world by letting them learn German and
French.

“The school uses German as the pri-
mary language of instruction, accom-
panied by English, In the future, students
will be able to learn French and Spanish,
tog, Thus, language diversity is pne ad-
vantage for the students in the Swiss
Section. In the future, other international
students will only be able to use English,
but my children will have unique lan-
guage skills that would be very ben-
eficial,” says Suchart Chongkavinit.

Both of Mr Suchart's daughters are
studying at the school. He anticipates
sending them to continue their studies
in a European country in the future.

One of his children used to study
bilingual courses at a Thai school. “Now
my children have more interest in leamn-
ing, and r.hey have more confidence in
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and weaknesses accurately. Stud
need to learn to deal with difficulties at
an early age and not ignore them, es-
pecially if they have a really hard problem
with their weak subjects.

“I think this system will create an
advantage for all students,” he says.

Parents’ perspectives

“Knowing only the English language
is like looking at only half of the world.
If we want to complete the cycle, we
have to give equal attention to other
prominent Western languages, too,"" says
Vichien Nantasukasem, a father of two
students enrolled in the RIS Swiss Section.

He enthusiastically encourages his
children to explore the rest of the Western
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when mey were at their old schoo " Mr
Suchart comments.

"If parents want their children to have
a multilingual capability and are looking
for a small-scale, family-oriented school,
I strongly recommend this school,” Mr
Suchart suggests.

Mr Vichien added that students do
not necessarily have to continue their
education overseas.

Their multiple-language skills and
overall academic competence combine
to give them ample opportunities to
study at good institutions in Thailand
as well

For more information, visit m.d;;h.org ]



